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UNCLAS NEW DELHI 8868 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: G.KM REDDY ARTICLE ON NUCLEAR TESTS BY INDIA 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEWDELHI EROM MADRAS JUN 07 RPEATED: 

QUOTE 

MADRAS 0925 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: MNUC, TECH, IN 

UBJECT: G.K. REDDY ARTICLE ON NUCLEAR TESTS BY INDIA 

FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OE G.K.REEDY ARTICLE APPEARING IN 
JUNE 7 HNDU TITLED: "NUCLEAR TESTS: INDIA TO ABJURE RIGHT." 

BEGIN TEXT. 
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AS PART OP HIS HIGH MORAL PURPOSE,THE PRIME MINISTER, 

MRM MORARJI DESAI, IS TAKIN UPON HIMSELF THE ONEROUS 
RESPONIBILITY OP COMMITTING INDIA TO A PERMANENT RENUNCIATION 
OF THE RIGHT TO CONDUCT FURTHER NUCLEAR TESTS EVEN FOR 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES. 
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THOUGH HE HAS SAID SO EARLIER IN HIS REPLIES TO QUESTIONS 
IN PARLIAMENT AND AT PRESS CONEERENCES, MORE IN TERMS OE 
SELERESTRAINT THAN AS ASOLEMNDECLARATION OE POLICY ON 
BEHALE OETHE GOVERNMENT, MR. DESAI WILLBE MAKING A FORMAL 
COMMITMENT TO THIS EFFECT IN CS ADDRESS LATER THI WEEK TO 
THE SPECIAL SESSION OE THE U.N. ASSEMBLY ON DISARMAMENT. 

A CATEGORICAL DECLARATION OE THIS NATURE BEFORE AN 
INTERNATIONAL FORUM WILL MAKE THIS UNILATERAL COMMITMENT- 
NOT ONLY REAEEIRMING HE PLEDGE NOT TO MAKE OR ACQUIRE NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS BUT ALSO ABJURING TESTS EVEN FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES- 
WOULDMAKE IT ALL THE MORE BINDINGTO INDIATHAN THE EARLIER 
STATEMENTSTHAT THERE WAS NO NEED FOR ANY FURTHER EXPLOSIONS. 
ITIS ONE THING TO SAY THAT INDIA HAD NO INTENTION AT ALL 
OE CONDUCTING ANY MORE TEST FOR WHATEVER PURPOSE, BUT ANOTHER 
THING TO MAKE A DELIBERATE POLICY STATEMENT COMMITTING THE 
COUNTRY EOR ALL TIME. 

THE PRIME MINISTER READ OUT THETEXT OE HIS ADDRESS TO THE 
DISARMAMENTCONEERENCE AT THE LAST MEETINGOF THE CABINET 
ON SUNDAY ON THE ECE OF HIS DEPARTURE.IT IS AN OPEN QUESTION 
WHETHER, IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY DISAPPROVAL BY HIS COLLEAGUES, 
THE MERE EACT THAT THE CABINET WAS TAKEN INTO CONFIDENCE ABOUT 
THE CONTENTS OF THE SPEECH AMOUNTED TO AN ENDORSEMENT OE IT 
IN THE ABSENCE OE A EORMAL RESOLUTIONSEEKING ITS ACCEPTANCE. 

IN ANY CASE, THIS IS MUCH TO SERIOUS AN ISSUE WHICH WOULD 
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HAVE NORMALLY CALLED EOR NOT ONLY PRIOR CABINET APPROVAL 
BUT ALSO A PULL DEBATE IN PARLIAMENT, BEPORE MAKIG SUCH AN 
IRREVOCABLE COMMITMENT OR THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE. 

THE UNILATERAL PLEDGE NOT TO MAKE OR ACQUIRE NUCLEARWEAPONS, 
ALONG WITH THE RENUNCIATION OF THE RIGHT TO CONDUCT ANY 
MORE TESTS EVEN PORPEACEFUL PURPOSES, SHOULD MEET THE 
ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS OP THE NON-PROLIFERATON TREATY (NPT) 
WHICH INDIA HAS SO PAR NOTSIGNED ON GROUNDS OP DICRIMINATION. 

IN HIS ADDRESS TO THE DISARMAMENT CONPERENCE, THE PRIME 
MINISTER WILL APPEAL TO THE NUCLEAR- WEAPON POWERS TO POLLOW 
THE INDIAN EXAMPLE OF SELF-RESTRAINT AND AGREE ON A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE TET BAN (CTB) EVEN IF IT BE EOR A LIMITED PERIOD IN 
THE PIRST INSTANCE, AS A STARTING POINT FOR THE PROGRESSIVE 
REDUCTION AND EVENTUAL ELIMINATION OP THEIR NUCLEAR STOCK- 
PILES. 

THE RATIONALE BEHIND THE INDAN POLICY OP ABNEGATION, 

COMBINING THE IMPERATIVES OP PRACTICAL POLITICS WITH HIGH 
MORAL PURPOSE, IS TO PIND AN ACCEPTABLE WAY OUT OP THE IMPASSE 
ON THE SAPEGUARDS QUESTION.THE SELP-DENYING STAND OVER THE 
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EXERCISE OF THE NUCLEAR OPTION, IT IS ARUED, WILL ENABLE 
INDIA TO ADOPT A TOUGHER ATTITUDE IN INSISTING ON 
U.S. AHERENCE TO ITS CONTRATUAL OBLIGATIONS TO SUPPLY 
ENRICHEDURANIUM FOR THE TARAPUR PLANT.THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
SPEECH AT THE U.N. SPECIAL SESSION.SPELLING OUT THE 
BROAD PRINCIPLES OE INDIA' NUCLEAR POLICY, IS INTENDED TO 
SET THE TONE EOR HISDISCUSSIONS WITH THE U.S. CONGRESSIONAL 
LEADERS AND THE NEGOIATIONS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER ON THE 
EUEL QUESTION. 

BUT THE HARD-LINERS OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION ARE APPARENLY 
NOT SATISFIED WITH THE MERE RENUCIATION OF THE RIGHT TO CONDUCT 
EURTHERTESTS WITHOUT ACCOMPANYING STEPS TO GIVE GREATER 
CREDIBILITY TO INDIANS ABJURATION. THEY WANT TO KNOW WHAT 
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EORMTHE INDIAN ASSURANCES WOULD TAKE EOR MEETING THE SAEEGUARD 
REQUIREMENTS, WHAT BASIS THERE WAS EOR ASSUMING THAT ANY 
EUTURE GOVERNMENT IN INDIA WOULD NOT GO BACK ON THIS 
UNILATERAL COMMITMENT,WHETHER INDIA WOULD TURN OVER TO 
INTERNATIONAL CONTROL AND INSPECTION ITS EXISTING PLUTONIUM 
STOCKS AND OTHER EISSIONABLE MATERIALS THAT MIGHT BE GENERATED 
EROM ITS NUCLEAR POGRAMMES IN EUTURE, AND WHETHER I WOULD 
AGREE TO A REVISIONOE ITS BUDGETARY AND RESEARCH PRIORITIES 
EOR PERANENTLY ABANDONING THE CAPABLITY TO EXERCISE THE 
OPTION IN ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. END TEXT 
MCCASKILL 
UNQUOTE 
BOOD 
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